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THOMAS GRRGCi, LOCAL HISTOUIAX AND AUTHOH
BY D.\VID C. MOTT
One of tile fiiu- cliarat-U r.s wlio ixertid a positive influc-iu-i' for
good over the [)foi)lf who wcrv foriniiiir the early srttlt'nu-iit.s in
southeastern Iowa was Thomas Gregg. He lived most of his
lift- in HanciK-k ("oiinty, Illinois, whicli is tlir neighbor of Let-
County, Iown, on till- i-ast. For a wliilc he livtd on the Iowa
side of the Mississippi, at Montrose, and tor much of his active^
lift' hf WHS almost as well acquainted on one side of the river as ;
on the otiier. Tlinnigh tlu- iiewsiiapers he edited, especially'
through the Dollar Moiithli/ and Old St:itlers' Memorial, he px-
trnded and kept u)) Iiis aeqiiaintance in Iowa, and exerted that
subtle tnHueni-e so often wielded hy an aeeomplislitd writer.
Thomas Gregg was born near the village of Belmont, Belmont
County, Ohio, Dceemher It, 1808. His ]>ari-nts were .laeob and
,\Iary Sinclair Ciregg of Loiidouii County, Virginia, members of
the Society of Friends (Quakers), who emigrated to tlie wilder-
ness of Ohio in ISOt. His eduentlon was aequirrd in the com-
mon sehools of the village, and in printing ofliees.' In 1828 lie
was apprenticed to Horton J. Howard, printer, and pnblislier nF
the Natirmat Illstoriati at St. Clairsville. the county seat of liel-
mont County.'
In 1833 Mr. Gregg began the. publication of the first periodical
in tlic long series of periodicals, the ino.st of wliieb he founded,
but none of whieh were tiiianeialiy .successful. This initial en-
terprise was the founding of the Literary Cabinet, a monthly
magazine which he edited and ]>nblished at St. Clairsville, wliieh '
ran to twelve numbers.' In 18;H he with a Mr. Dutîey began
editing and eontinned for about a year the Western Gem and
Cabinet of J.iicrainrc, Science, and .VCÏCÎ. first a.*; a semi-monthly.
i j . A. Gortlon. «f Iliuiiiltnii. Illinois, seüretaiv of lhe Hum-ock County Old
Settlers' Association, writes us Hint shnitly bcfort- Mr. (Irefrg dit'il iie was iii-
fhici'fl to ilict.ilc :i siiiirl rintoliiiiRraplLy, wliich wjis recorded by liis diuiRliter.
Sti-llii I). (iri'KK- Kroni llioso nit t<K) lirief mid iiKHte.sl lines we gleiiii tite in-
fiinnatinii iibiHit tiis ii.irent.s mid alioiit his educiilion.
^CogKesli'itrs "i 'oets and Pijetn' <>' tl'c West." p. 2««.
i^ COKKOstiatrs "Piiets nnd Poetry of thp West." p, 23H.
••Voiinhle's "Be^iiinin^ nf Liteniry Cuitare in tin- Oliii> Viillcy." p. is.i.
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Un'ii as a weekly. Mrs. Lydia H. Sigourney and Mrs. Julia L.
Diniiont wire ainoiifi llic cmitrihutors,* Hi; says in Iiis sliort ;nid
modt.st autobiograpiiy written in tlif tliird person tbat ''in the
fall of 1835 lie left his native (ounty to labor in Cincinnati."
We now quote from a sketch of Mr. Gregg kindly fiirnislied us
by J . A. Ciordon of Jl.iniilton, Illiiiois:
We next find him in a |)rint sbop in Cincinnati. Ohio, getting out
some pamphlets for Dr. Isaac (Jalland of Carthage. Illinois., entitled
"Chronicles of the North American Savages." ît was tliis work wiiich
led to an acquaintance that hrimght Mr. ííregg to Hancock and Lee
(ounties where his life\ work was done. Ho addressed i\ letter to Dr.
Galland asking about Carthage, and what tbe prospects were there for
a newspaper. Dr. (Mailand answered that be knew of no town with
more tiattering prospects in the nortiiwest, excepting Cincago, then «
village of 2,0!);) inhabitants. This was tbe winter of lH3.'î-fi. und tbe
next spring .Mr. tiregg came west, down the Obio liiver and up the
Mississippi, landing at Warsaw, IlUntfis. Ht'terriiig lo this trip. Mr,
tiregg speaks of s|ien<ling tbe first nigbt hi Warsaw under the dilapi-
dated roof of old Fort Edwards. Tbe prv'üs was landed at Warsaw
and had to be transported to Carthage by ox power, no one Davy Runt
WIIS employed to make the transfer. The first experience was hreaking
tiown in a inudhole, seven mile.s from town. Mr. Gregg was left on
guard (tgainst prairie wolves and other "varmints'' while the driver
went hack to town for help. There WHS snow on the gnnin<l, althongli
tbe month of May. Tbe first number of the Carlhat/iniaii. tbe iirst
paper publisiied in Hancock County, wa.s Issued in June, lK3(i.
Speaking of Ibf newspaper field at that time Mr. (îregg say>í, "There
was being published Thf li'/iinty Latid lii-ji»tcr at Quiney. Mr. Eci-
wards. tifterwards of the Fort Madimin ¡*rilritit, and the ¡iurliniitnv
llawk/yf. was pui)lisiiing tiie llUuoii I'ah'fit at .tacksonville. and Mr.
Bnufks was coniluitinf! the llliimit Advoraty at the same ]>lacc. Simeon
Francis was pnhlisliing Ihe iiangamtm Journal at Springfield, and Sam-
uel H. Davis was conducting the Peorm Register. About the same time,
"Long .lohn' Wentworth came to Chicago wncl began the puhiication of
his paper |tiie ('himno l>i>mncrat\. wbieii wus so long a power in tbe
land."
Speaking i>f tbis venture. .Mr. (ircgg says it temiinated as might have
been expected. Cartilage tben being a town of a dozen houses, witb
prairie gra.ss a foot high in tbe streets through which the prairie wolves
roamed at nigbt. Tbe paper died during the first winter.^ -^ Dr. Gal-
land having purchased a majority of the stock jof the Cnrthrujeniai>\.
April. i«3:, Mr. Uregg cstiiblislied at Carthage The irc.tiem Emigrant»'
ine. and Húitorum of the Tini^s m the. WKHI. a liiontiily. beinR "a
to tliose wlio niijrlit l>c lured to ttie new liiiiuily IÜIKI ilistricU'" See "Ne
anti l'erioflicali; uf Itliiiois, i«l.|,-i»:9," by F. W. .^ailt.
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the equipment was moved in June, Itiiil,^ to Fort Des Mohies, Wisconsin
Territory (now Montrose, Iowa), wbere wis started tiie Wmtern Ad-
venturer and Herald of the Upper Minsixilppi. This paper was piib-
lisbed in rooms forming; a part of the old military fort whieb bad tben
been abandoned. Wbile eondiietiiip tbis paper as editor and puhlisber,
Mr. (irefrff found time to furnisb weekly letters to ea.sterii i)aiiers under
title of "Letters from the Oceiflent." In this paper was first publisbed
tbe piM-m of Mrs, l.ydia H. Siiroiirney upin Ihe deiUh of tbe Iiuliiiii
maiden Ka-la-we-(|uo¡s, who diet! in the wipwam of ber motber near
fort Des Moines [now Mon I rose |, August it), 18;i(>. In .sending the
poem to Mr. Cîrej^ g for publication, Mrs. Sigourney wrote a.s fiillowsi
"Hartford, Connecticut, Sept. 12,
Mr. tirt-g^f.
My dear Sir:—
Tbe notiee in tbe paper which you eondutt of the funenil obseijules
of pojr Kii-la-we-quois wiis truly patbeMe. In sen<liiig you some }>oetry
wiiieh aro.se from it, permit me to i-xpress tbe deep interest I feel in
the (rrowiiifr literature and great prosperity of tlmt beautiful re){ion
wbieh we in tbe old states bave been accustomed to call the 'Far West.'
A'ery respectfully,
I,. H. Sigourney."
Scattered scrap book elippings sbow tlie .tdveuturer in editorial con-
troversy with other newspapers ¡is t<i the tn-jitiiieiit of tbe Sue and Fox
]n<lians by the |îeiu'rnl frovernment, Mr. (irt-frfr taking side with tbe In-
dians. Also Mr. (¡repfr h;id eontroversy with tbe Missourians over their
attempt to extend their iiortlierri houndary line straight through to the
Mississippi Kiver, wbicb would bave placed tbe lower balf of wliat is
now I.ee County, Iowa, in tbe state of Missouri.
Speaking of his acquaintance with tbe Indian chieftain, Blaek Hawk,
Mr. (!reg{f says, "t bad the honor of fonniiig bis acquaintance in in:i7
on the banks of tbe Mississipjii. Indeed 1 can hoast of baviiig dined hint
aud Mrs. Tïinek Hawk at my table, and visited them in their wiekiup.
Hut as they eonversed in tbe Sawker, or the Musquakie, language of
the united tribes they belonged to, and I in my native English, »ur
cliat cannot he .said to Imve been very edifying, or to bave takert a very
«In d i e ' s •'History of I»wa." Vol I, p. I 7K. it ÍB .M.-ited "It wiis during this yenr,
IH.Id, thiit Dr. Isajic r>ill)in(l pMhihli.shfd Die sfciiiul iiowspiipor (ii the Tttiiits or
IOWII. ;it r.limlrosc. ami i.-nlled it the Wi-nln-n Ailiviiliii-fr." Mr. (iorilon suh-
stjiiitiulfs liis ^tateriH-Tit ;ilMHf tliiit llie iVealPrii .iitreiilurir van not «tiirled
until June. imiT. in :i reconl letler In Ilii' writer, in wliich he siiys '•In the Cir-
tliHfuTiiiiii. ptihlislied hy Ml-. GroRK In CiirtluiKc under liiito of May a7, |M37. I
flnii Ihe rulliiwiiiK; '.Aí-coriliriít lo inrtice. tlii.f is the Inst slieet « e shall isjiiie from
tjii.s pliicf. The office HIII he irninciiiatelj- removcil to Forl Des Moines. Wiscoii-
.-^ in 'lerritiiry (at the Iit"Hl of the Des Moines H;i|)i(ls of the .Mi>wis.sippi). where a
p ' p e r will i)e i-otninvnied hy the .«iime editnr anil jiiihli.sher, wilh the title of the
ItVMfcrii Adff^iihirtr inid l/i'mltl of l/w Cin>c>- M¡"niJiiiippi: While mnductinii
Ihe p;iper nt Fort Des Moines. .Mr. (iruRp: wrote n .serles of U'tters to the Xeir
York Dfiiln A'rjMvs.«, under tith* at LetU-rs from the Otvdent." In tetter No 1(Inti'd Miiiitrose. Wisconsin Territory. June 2M, |N37. I find the foHow-ing: 'A
printimr ofTiw Inw just heen put in operation at Montro.se from whieh is issued n
weekly newspHper eallcd the fVexIrm .4(lvf)itvri'r.' These items .«eeni lo llx Hit'(late of comnienecmeut of tlie paper nt Montrose :»« June, |M.17."
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wide range. I remember, however, that the two ladies—our better halves
^ l a d quite a lively conversation, discussing the gossip of the neighbor-
hood, the style of dress, etc. The old gentleman always wore a hat of
a dingy stovejiipe look, the gift of a friend among the pale faees, proh-
ably when on his Washington trip four years hefore. This was an inno-
vation on Indian custom whieh his ¡troud iind haughty enemy and
rival, Keokuk, always frownetl upon and disdained to imitate. He al-
ways wore feathers of the latest style. A blanket, once wbite, a breech-
cloth, lcggins, and a plain pair of moccitshis completed hi.s toilet.
Madam's dress was also quite economical. She wore—well, a deserlp-
tion of her dress as well ILS the general ensemble of the wickiup,
must be postponed indefinitely. Some of my renders have seen her,
and that znust suffice. They rest beneath tlie soil of Iowa, while Ihe
scanty remnants of the tribes to which they belong have retireil hefore
the niiireh of civiliz(iti<in toward the setting sun."
Mr. tiregg says tliat the Wexlern Adventurer was Ihe second or
third newspaper published west of tbe Missi-ssippi and north of the Mis-
souri River. It lived about one year. From 1HÍ2 to ÍH5(Í Mr. Gregg
and Mrs. Gregg's brother-in-law, .Judge Thomas C". Shiirj), alternated
in jiuhlishing the M'nrsati- .I/*'.*;*«;/*' and Warsiixc Signrd. Kach would
carry the linaneial load as long as possihie and then transfer to the
other, opening with the expressed hope that certain changes would make
it possible for the paper to succeed, closing with the statement that the
burden was too great. During these years Mr. Gregg was the leader
in all the puhlic activities for the hetterment of the town. He was a
subscriher to all the best in literature in that time. This matter was
freely used in his papers «nd his home was always open to hungrv
readers of tlie hooks and ntagay.ines then so scarce. In this work he
was ably assisted hy his wife. Surah 1). (Lawton) Gregg. Mrs. (Jregg
taught private schouls in Hancock and Lee counties, carrying into the
school room the .same spirit of helpfulness that her husband was ex-
tending through his papers.'
In Ití57 wo find Mr. Gregg publishing the Plymouth Locomotive in
Plymouth, Hancock County.'' In lH.W-9 he |cstablished «nd| ]»ublished
the Hamilton lieprpxentative in Hamilton. Hancock County. In 187:i-77
he [established aiidl puhlished in Hamillon the liollar Monthh/ and
Old Settlers' .Memorinl. In addition to all these papers he issued under
Tin lfi58-4 a stronic temperance wave swept over Illinois .nul the eounty ofHnnewk, and in January. IMt. a snuill ninnthlv slieet wa.s licEun at the /•>-
f><-fÄN offiee by Mr. íireBü. c;ille»l llie Ti'iuftermife Crimml^r. In a few
learned t i n t lie iiiid jmrie ea.-it nml iiliandoiied tlip enterprise. The list wa-i
¡(one ÎIIKI tlic piiper roiiid ni>t lie revived. "History or Ilaiieix-k Couiitv III]-
noiH. hy Tliom^is (irpRic. IHHO. p. sfU.
f J l 21 l t py 21. lKr>H, two jduriK men. tiri-gg luiil [..inihert. started the \nviiii,
Demorrahr l'rf»x. It reiiuiined in Iti.iir linndy l.iit :i few iimnMus. when Messr«
Vnte.-i. Ch!ipni;iri. Hüuer and Swartz tnuk the ciiiKcrii Finally Mr Viites towJc
it am! employed Mr. (iriive. ii .scliixil teüclier. tu loiidiict ¡t. Uter Mr Viriive
t wan condiirt.-d liy Mr. Al)riih!uii Y;itfs. so» of the proprietor, niitli his death
In 180(1.—"Histury of ilanc(x-k Comity. Illinois," p . .liia.
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date of Janiiiiry 1, IM4^ '), n iirci|«)sal for publishing at Kfokuk. Iown, a
new M'liig piipcr to he entitled The Iowa Moriii»¡/ Star. Wt> liavr IKI
rceord iil' liii.'i paper bciii{i jmhlisht'cl. As historian Mr. iiregg pul)ti.shed
"Tlie I'ropliet of Palmyr«," a lii.story of tlip Mormon Cinirrh in tlie
Kiint, Missouri, ¡nul Nauvoo. Illinois. Hf al.so pultlished in 1ÍS8Ü a "His-
tory of Hancock County, Illinois." He was seoretary <if thr Hancock
County Pioneers' As.sociation for twelve years."
Second only to his interest in newspaper and liistoriciil matters, was
Mr. fjre^ Tfr's interest in hortirulUire. In 1K5H lie settled on a small fruit
farm in Hîimiltun anil reniainid there the Ia,st lliirty-four years of his
life. He hroufilit froin the K.¿ist tht' finest of fruit trees, vinc.'í, sliruhs
«nd Howers, to replace tlie seedlings of etirly days. The result of tiiis
work, ai\d the pioneer history feathered durinjr many years, were ¡(iven
t() his readers in tiie Dollar Montliti/ during the four years of its publi-
cation. His aetive newspaj)er work in tlie two counties covered n period
of forly years.
Pioneer days have |)assed in I.ee und lianciick (ounlif.s. Our tradi-
tions of tlie.ve day^ r^row dimmer willi ea<-h frenenition. There i.s a
wealth of written and printed lii.story hidden in out of the way places,
and suhjcft to the inevitahle erosion of time. If the people of this
generation will make record of tradition and give to the many news-
papers the ]>ioijeer history they arc so eager to puhlish, they will ^ve
to Mr. Gregp a more fitting memorial than the words HJHMI the simple
stone wiiicli marks his grave, "He lived, He died."'
I t is seen from tlie fori'fioiiiif tlmt, l»\side.s rstiihlislnng one
l)eriodk'al at St. Clair.sville, Ohio, and lii-ing for a while joint
editor of anotlier, from 183fi, when Mr. Gregg removed to Car-
thaffe, to 187(î, wlu-n he ceastid ])ul)Itfatioii of tlie Dollar Monthly,
he founded or assisted in foundhiii eljilit periodifals, and was
editor of one other, all in Hamilton County, Illinois, and Lee
County, Iowa. It is seldom that the tlirec needful qualifications
of a sueees.sful newspaper editor nnd pulilislier, good printer,
good writer, and good hii-siness man, are combined in one jier-
sonality. Mr. (iregg had tlie lîrst two, good ])rintfr and good
writer. He modestly says in his autobiography, "As a ])iibIialH r
he was a failure linaneially." Indrcd, but few men .succeeded
financially in the publisliing business in thosr days and upon
that far frontier.
But it is apparent thai his ))rime qualilication was tliat of
writer. His was the era of the eheap family magazine. The
eonditions of .society on tlie frontier made the financial rcturn.s
from the |)ubn.shing business very uncertain. The rapid develop-
fMr. Oresfe was elected seoretary rif Hit* I'ioiieer.s' .•^.iBOciiition, ori^anUed Jutie
15, 1 SOB.—"History of Hnniwk Cmnity. llüiiois," p. 4(11.
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liunt »r tlir country, and its unknown i)ossibilitics, as well as
the unknown and undtvelopfd i)ossil)il¡tics of the local new.s-
l)n})er, and the family inagazint-, all these appealed to the imagi-
iiiiticni of Mr, Gregg, gifted with prophetic vision and with the
))ower of expression struggling for a medinm through whieh to
work. So no wonder he fouiidtd magazines, and news|)aper.s,
iind dreamed dreams of suecess, and was disappointed.
Mr. (îregg was a true patriot, and a eitizen of the highest type
and eharaeter. He said in his few line.s of autohiograj)hy that
"as an editor he eonduc-ted his papers conseientiousîy. and always
claimed he had issued no sh( et that he eould wish to reeall." He
also said tliat lie was a Whig wliile tliat party lasted, and after-
ward il Repuhliean, and that "the two things he most hated as
national evils were human slavery and the liquor traffie."
Mr. Gregg's greatest sueeess as a jiublisher was achieved willi
the Dollar Monthlf/. Its publieation began with the May, 187:1,
number. Tlic full name was Gregg's JhAlar Monthltf and Old
Srtitrrs' Memorial. The word "Ciregg's" wus dropped from tlie
title in 1875, and in 1876 the name was changed to the Dollar
Rural MfssenijtT, whieh was eontinued to April, 1877. The
magazine was issued siinultaneonsly at Hamilton, Illinois. Keo-
kuk, Iowa and at Plymouth, Illinois.'" This habit of issuing a
periodieal "simiiitaneously" from two or tiirec plaees was some-
what prevalent at that time. The ¡mblislur did it for business
reasons, we presume. Of eoure the editing and printing were
done at Hamilton, The fact that t)ne })laee of "issu«;" wa.s Keo-
kuk .shows that Mr. Ciregg was continuing to cultivate his ae-
qtiaintanee and extend his influence on tlie Iowa side of the river.
He frequently attended old settlers' reunions in Lee County. On
August 20, 187 t, he attended tlie fourth annual gathering of old
folks of Lee County, held at the fair grounds near Keokiik, was
one of the speakers, and "delivered a short address and explained
the nature and object of his publication."'' \\\- presume he at-
tended many other meetings of Lee County pioneers, and we have
reeord of his presence at at least one other, the one held in the
park at Fort Madison, August 21, l«7tí.'-
The Dollar M.vnthlif contained sixteen four-column pages. A
reproduction of the title page was given as an illustration in the
i"F. W. Swtf-s •NVwspiipprs mill I'ciidiUciils of Illirmi.-i. IHMimn." p. 105.
ii-IIiKtory of I-e« County, lown," Western Historic«! Co., 18TB, p. 490.
i-'ilistory or l,e« (\)inity, lowii," Western Historicul Cu , iflTO, p. 3ÜÍ.
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issue of the ANNALS of April, 192L The magazine was devoted
accordiiiic to its own ])ro.spLH'tus to "the ¡ntcre.sl:s of the Jionic
and the family i-ircle, iioint- icoiioiny, liousfhold affairs, hygiene,
liorticulture, floriculture, home adornment, pure literature, choice
original and selt.'ctrd poi-m.s, and inistellanfoiis news in the de-
partmiiits of art, .scifnt-L-, and education." Quite a Held to cover!
But as we Iwue said, tliis wns tlu- affi- of the family maffazine,
whieh was largely liu-ai in it.s liin.stitueney, and general in it.s
subjeet manner. 'J'he Dollar Monlhli/ announced it was the "or-
aran of no party, advocate of no ert-ed but truth, devoted to free
disc'ii.ssiori of all subject.s of buniaii inquiry."
Tiie ^rtat interest people of today have in this magazine h
¡irincipally becau.se of the historical value of some of its articles,
and of tlif literary quality of some of them. The Historical De-
partment of Iowa a few years ago came into possession of a file
of the first three volumes of the Dollar Monthly, extending from
May, 187;t, to Deermhrr, 1875, and we have published in the
ANNALS from time to time a few of the articles relating to loeal
liistory of southeastern Iowa. Mr. Gregg was one of tlic best
histori.jns of his period and scetion of the country. He was ob-
servant, had judgment, had the language to relate events attrac-
tively, and had the essential quality of truthfulness. He saw
events in true relation to eaeli other, and told them without exag-
geration. We suspect Ins Quakt r ancestry and training did him
no harm in tins respect.
A.s to his literary ability, it is harder for us to judge. Through-
out his long life he was under the necessity of devoting himself
to the hard task of financing his enterprises and making a living
for himself and family, .so that the leisure so necessary for the
creation of real literature wa.s eni-roachtid upon. Even a.s it was
he was recognized as among the writers of standing in the West
by such autliorities as "Poets and Poetry of the West," by Wil-
liam T. Coggeshall, jmblisbed at Columbas, Ohio, in I860, and
by "Beginnings of Literary Culture in the Oliio Valley," hy W.
H. Venalth-.
Tlie following [>oem illu.strates Mr. Gregg's love of nature, and
his poetic com|)osition, as well as a prevalent style of versifica-
tion of three-quarters of a century ago. We take it from Cogge-
shall's "Poets and Poetrv of the West."

